On the death of Prof. Dr. Soichi Ichimura
(January 27, 1939 — January 15, 2026)

Our long-standing fellow at the Willibald Gebhardt Institute, Soichi Ichimura (Japan),
has left us forever. The WGI, and Roland Naul in particular, enjoyed a decades-long
friendship and connection with Soichi Ichimura. After completing his studies in
psychology at the University of Illinois, USA, he became a university professor of
sport psychology at the Institute of Sports Science at the internationally renowned
University of Tsukuba in the 1970s. He worked at the University of Tsukuba until
2001. After his retirement in Tsukuba, he worked for another decade at the
Department of Clinical Psychology at Seitoku University in Tokyo, starting in 2003.

| met him for the first time at the international ISCPES Congress in Hong Kong in
1988. Early on, Prof. Ichimura, with his excellent knowledge of German culture and
language, visited Germany, became a member of the “Arbeitsgemeinschaft fur
Sportpsychologie (asp)” (Working Group for Sport Psychology) and engaged in lively
exchanges with colleagues at the University of Trier (Prof. Dr. Peter Schwenkmezger)
and the German Sport University Cologne (Prof. Dr. Jurgen R. Nitsch). This was
followed by numerous joint visits and sports science work in Germany at the WGI in
Essen in the 1990s and, after 2010, also in Munster.

Since the beginning of the German-Japanese symposia on sports science in January
1995 in Berlin, Soichi Ichimura has been a prolific supporter of these symposia and
has actively co-organized almost all of them in Japan and Germany over the past 30
years, regularly contributing his own scientific papers in cooperation with Japanese
and German colleagues (Roland Naul, Dieter Teipel, Bernd Straul}, Maike Tietjens).
One focus of Soichi Ichimura's studies was comparative cultural studies between
Japanese and German athletes, with a focus on coping with stress and emotions
such as anger and fear, which he also presented at conferences as a member of the
International Society of Comparative Physical Education and Sport.

As a promoter of German-Japanese sport science, he was able to invite Dieter Teipel
to the Institute of Sport Science in Tsukuba as a ‘foreign professor’. This enabled
several joint international projects to be carried out and publications in German and
Japanese to be produced. Soichi Ichimura's scientific work also included translations
of German-language textbooks on sport psychology and sport education into
Japanese and reviews of German publications in Japanese journals. In these fields,
he was one of the foremost experts on German sport science in Japan.

In terms of sports, he devoted many years to his beloved golf. He often visited the
famous St. Andrews Golf Club in Scotland. He also visited and reviewed German golf
courses, about which he wrote travel reports in Japanese journals.



One of Sochi Ichimura's particular passions was German classical music, including
the works of Mozart and Beethoven. With Goethe's “Italian Journey” in his luggage,
he himself went on a tour of northern ltaly, following in Goethe's footsteps.

With the passing of Soichi Ichimura, not only has the WGI lost an outstanding
Japanese sport scientist as a “fellow,” but we have all lost a friend and promoter of
German-Japanese cultural and scientific exchange. Soichi, we thank you for being
with us for so many years and for bringing Japan and Japanese sport science closer
to us interculturally. Thank you for everything. You will always be remembered fondly
by me and the WGI.

Roland Naul
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